Psychologist: Rejecting
Values and Responsibility Was
a Big Mistake

In May 2017 LifeWay Research released an interesting survey.
It found that 80 percent of Americans were concerned “about
declining moral behavior in our nation.”

As the survey went on to report, such concern was not
unfounded. While 63 percent of the 65+ crowd agreed that right
and wrong was objective, or does not change, only 36 percent
of the 18-24 age group thought the same. In other words, two-
thirds of the next generation believe standards of right and
wrong are relative to the individual.

How did we get to such a place?

That question was answered a number of years ago by
psychologist Orval Hobart Mowrer. Educated at Harvard and
Yale, and eventually the president of the American
Psychological Association, Mowrer came to realize that
society’s rejection of values and moral absolutes was becoming
problematic. Writing in the American Psychologist in 1960 he
warned:

“For several decades we psychologists looked upon the whole
matter of sin and moral accountability as a great incubus and
acclaimed our liberation from it as epoch-making. But at
length we have discovered that to be ‘free’ in this sense,
i.e., to have the excuse of being ‘sick’ rather than sinful,
i1s to court the danger of also becoming lost. This danger 1is,
I believe, betokened by the widespread interest 1in
Existentialism which we are presently witnessing. In becoming
amoral, ethically neutral, and ‘free,’ we have cut the very
roots of our being; lost our deepest sense of self-hood and
identity; and, with neurotics themselves, find ourselves
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asking: Who am I? What is my destiny? What does living
(existence) mean?

In reaction to the state of near-limbo into which we have
drifted, we have become suddenly aware, once again, of the
problem of values and of their centrality in the human
enterprise.”

But as Mowrer went on to note, even while psychologists were
waking up to their error of training individuals to avoid
responsibility for their actions and reject moral absolutes,
those in religious circles were heading down that same
erroneous path:

“At the very time that psychologists are becoming distrustful
of the sickness approach to personality disturbance and are
beginning to look with more benign interest and respect
toward certain moral and religious precepts, religionists
themselves are being caught up in and bedazzled by the same
preposterous system of thought as that from which we
psychologists are just recovering.”

One can’t help but wonder if such a course has continued to
this day. It seems that never before have so few individuals
wanted to accept responsibility for their actions. Many
parents have trouble taking responsibility to train their
children in the tasks of life, and when those children grow
up, they in turn don’t accept responsibility in school or on

the job.

Mowrer suggested that rejecting values and responsibility
leads to a life devoid of purpose. Would you say much of
American society is experiencing this problem? And if so,
would we leave the listless lifestyle behind if we embraced
Mowrer's words and began valuing objective truths, moral
values, and personal responsibility once again?
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Dear Readers,

Big Tech is suppressing our reach, refusing to let us
advertise and squelching our ability to serve up a steady
diet of truth and ideas. Help us fight back by becoming a
member for just $5 a month and then join the discussion on
Parler @Charlemagnelnstitute and Gab @Charlemagnelnstitute!
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