
The Best Way to Teach Kids to
Hate  History?  Rely  Only  on
Textbooks
Whenever I hear that only 12 percent of American students are
proficient in history, I have to shake my head in amazement.
How in the world can so few students be proficient in a
subject that’s so fascinating?

Historian  David  McCullough  may  have  an  answer  to  that
question. Several years ago he noted that contemporary history
textbooks are:

“[S]o badly written. They’re boring! Historians are never
required to write for people other than historians. Most of
them are doing excellent work. I draw on their excellent
work. I admire some of them more than anybody I know. But, by
and large, they haven’t learned to write very well.”

Such may have been one of the reasons why my mother hated
history as a child in school.

Fortunately, her hatred of history was not passed down to me
because she followed a simple piece of advice. Beginning in
kindergarten, we read historical fiction books together. The
more we read, the more we both grew to love history. By the
time I was actually old enough to hit the history textbooks, I
was able to happily endure their “boring” nature because my
appetite had already been whet.

As was recently noted, Americans are embracing bad government
because they don’t know history. If we want our children to
avoid this fate, then perhaps we should start following the
advice given to my mom years ago. Here are a few authors and
titles to set your child on a history-loving path:

https://intellectualtakeout.org/2016/10/the-best-way-to-teach-kids-to-hate-history-rely-only-on-textbooks/
https://intellectualtakeout.org/2016/10/the-best-way-to-teach-kids-to-hate-history-rely-only-on-textbooks/
https://intellectualtakeout.org/2016/10/the-best-way-to-teach-kids-to-hate-history-rely-only-on-textbooks/
http://www.nationsreportcard.gov/
https://www.intellectualtakeout.org/blog/david-mccullough-whats-wrong-history-education-today
https://www.intellectualtakeout.org/blog/americans-are-embracing-bad-government-because-they-dont-know-history
https://www.intellectualtakeout.org/blog/americans-are-embracing-bad-government-because-they-dont-know-history


Ingri and Edgar D’Aulaire
The D’Aulaire’s colorfully illustrated biographies read like a
storybook and introduce children to diverse historical figures
such as Leif Erikson, Pocahontas, and Abraham Lincoln.

Genevieve Foster
A  Newbury  Honor  winner,  Genevieve  Foster’s  gift  of
incorporating historical characters and events into novel-like
books perfect for grade school children spans the range from
Augustus Caesar to Columbus and on to George Washington.  

Robert Lawson
What kid doesn’t enjoy a story told from the perspective of an
animal? Robert Lawson’s use of anthropomorphism presents the
stories of Benjamin Franklin and Paul Revere with a hilarity
captivating to children and adults alike.

William O’Steele
O’Steele’s vivid imagery captures the blood, sweat, and tears
of the American Frontier and the Civil War in exciting stories
particularly fascinating to boys.

G. A. Henty
G. A. Henty’s books appeal to boys and girls alike, and cover
almost every major time period in history from ancient Egypt
to  the  Crusades  and  on  to  the  French  Revolution.  Henty’s
novels are so knowledgeable that they have been known to fill
in the historical gaps that adults have left over from their
own school days!

Image Credit: Dean Shareski (cropped) bit.ly/1eBd9Ks

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0816695458/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=intelltakeo0d-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0816695458&linkId=0466bac968c507146c077d2d31085451
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1893103285/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=intelltakeo0d-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1893103285&linkId=541968ea98b4c870cf449c411aef0237
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1893103609/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=intelltakeo0d-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1893103609&linkId=e3d5b147ce420ea1d02a3671a037e86e
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0964380323/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=intelltakeo0d-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0964380323&linkId=e70520f6389b36f6e64580517e33946b
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0964380382/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=intelltakeo0d-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0964380382&linkId=80a74cafccb88de79723a7b6f1e6ff95
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/096438034X/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=intelltakeo0d-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=096438034X&linkId=c915c9b2dd2fdb96ee252556069b998f
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0812422058/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=intelltakeo0d-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0812422058&linkId=b5552d723b546c5e619cc8a186c9dbce
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0316517291/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=intelltakeo0d-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0316517291&linkId=9dfa0659b6679572a6e8fd50dd9cfdbe
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0152052135/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=intelltakeo0d-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0152052135&linkId=9a4267791561462a5b985561267d8bb3
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0152052046/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=intelltakeo0d-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0152052046&linkId=68abb9afeadc803d8c18761b17eb2499
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0486423638/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=intelltakeo0d-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0486423638&linkId=2a47f67187397f8e99d7159e33424efc
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1535384891/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=intelltakeo0d-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1535384891&linkId=529b5244cb93ce96eedf28a70af70a0d
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0486466043/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=intelltakeo0d-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0486466043&linkId=19aa533bb58479ff28539934f41ba47a

