Minneapolis'’ Failure to
Educate

As you can see by the statistic shared on the billboard above,
which is located directly across the street from the
Minneapolis Public Schools’ district headquarters, the plight
of Black students in the district is absolutely unacceptable.
Minneapolis has given all manner of excuses, promises, and
“new” plans for years and years, yet little changes. And
that’'s while spending an average of $21,000 or more per
student each year.

The truth of the matter is that between the years 2001 and
2014, the average reading proficiency of black students was
only 33%. Again, absolutely unacceptable.
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But even those numbers don’t fully reveal the magnitude of the
problems in Minneapolis because they represent Black students
in all grades. When we look at how poorly Minneapolis students
are reading in high school (the last MCA test for reading is
given in 10th grade), one is confronted by the dire truth that
immediate, systemic change 1is required.
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Based on reading proficiency test data from the Minnesota
Department of Education, in 2015 only 30% of 10th grade
students in Minneapolis were reading at or above grade-level.
When one separates students by race in 10th grade, one finds
that 62% of white students were reading at or above grade-
level, but only 37% of Asian students, 15% of Hispanic
students, 16% of Black students, and 11% of Native-American
students were reading at or above grade-level.

If you’'re curious about the demographic breakdown of
Minneapolis Public Schools, here it is:


https://intellectualtakeout.org/2015/10/minneapolis-failure-to-educate/
https://intellectualtakeout.org/2015/10/minneapolis-failure-to-educate/
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There are over 34,000 kids in the Minneapolis Public Schools
system. Will Minnesota continue to stand by while their
futures are in the hands of a system that seems incapable of
significantly helping those students? Or, will the state be
brave enough to save public education by changing the funding
mechanism and providing each parent with the means to find
schools that can actually help their kids?

In other words, tens of thousands of students need school
choice. Will Minnesota give it to them?



