Researchers Discover Why We
Think Some People are
llc reepyll

Why do some people make us feel “creepy”?

It’s a frequently used term in modern culture, but one that
has not been formally studied — until now.

Two years ago, researchers Francis McAndrew and Sara Koehnke
of Knox College in Illinois conducted an international survey
of 1,341 individuals to discover what characteristics seem to
provoke the label “creepy.”

Here is what they found:

McAndrew and Koehnke believe “getting creeped out” (in a dark
alley, for instance) is an evolutionary defense mechanism
brought on in situations where there 1is uncertainty about a
potential threat: “It is not the clear presence of danger that
makes us feel creepy, but the uncertainty of whether danger 1is
present or not.”

But it’s not just situations that can cause this creepy
uncertainty; it’'s other people, too. The study discovered the
following things about what type of people can produce this
feeling in us:

= They are much more likely to be males than females (the
researchers hypothesize that it’s because “males are
simply more violent and physically threatening to more
people”).

= There’'s a sense (more so among female respondents) that
a creepy person has a sexual interest in them.

= The creepy person feels unpredictable.

 Creepy people exhibit multiple symptoms of creepiness,
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such as greasy or unkempt hair, bags under their eyes,
odd dress, or frequent lip-licking.

Unfortunately, according to the study, if you’re creepy, there
might not be much hope of reform: “Most of our subjects
believed that creepy people cannot change, and only a small
minority of our subjects (8.6%) believed that creepy people
are aware that they are creepy.”

To read the full summary of McAndrew and Koehnke'’s study, you
can find it on academia.edu here.
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