Were the Wars Wise? Were They
Worth It?
Through the long Memorial Day weekend, anyone who read the
newspapers or watched television could not miss or be unmoved
by it: Story after story after story of the fallen, of those
who had given the “last full measure of devotion” to their
country. Heart-rending is an apt description of those stories;
and searing are the videos of those who survived and returned
home without arms or legs. But the stories could not help but
bring questions to mind.
While the service and sacrifice were always honorable and
often heroic, never to be forgotten, were the wars these
soldiers were sent to fight and die in wise? Were they
necessary? What became of the causes for which these Americans
were sent to fight in the new century, with thousands to die
and tens of thousands to come home with permanent wounds? And
what became of the causes for which they were sent to fight?
The longest war of this new century, the longest in our
history, the defining “endless war” or “forever war” was
Afghanistan. In 2001, we sent an army halfway around the world
to exact retribution on al-Qaida for 9/11, an attack that
rivaled Pearl Harbor in the numbers of dead and wounded
Americans. Because al-Qaida and Osama bin Laden had been given
sanctuary by the Taliban in Kabul, who refused to give him up,
we invaded, overthrew that Islamist regime,and cleansed Tora
Bora of al-Qaida.Mission accomplished. But then the mission
changed.
In control of a land that had seen off British and Soviet
imperialists, we hubristically set about establishing a
democracy and sent hundreds of thousands of Americans to hold
off the rebel resistance for two decades while we went about
nation-building. We did not succeed. All U.S. troops are to be

gone by the 20th anniversary of 9/11. And the Taliban we
ousted has never been closer to recapturing power in Kabul.
Today’s issue: How do we save the Afghans who allied with us
in this war, so that they do not face the terrible vengeance
of a victorious Taliban?
The second American war of this century was the invasion and
occupation of Iraq, to strip its dictator, Saddam Hussein, of
weapons of mass destruction with which he intended to attack
the United States. Begun in 2003, the war has lasted 18 years.
No WMD were ever found. Most U.S. troops have come and gone.
And today, the Baghdad regime rules at the sufferance of
Shiite militia who look to Tehran for guidance and support.
Afghanistan and Iraq cost us 7,000 dead and 40,000 wounded.
Were they necessary wars? Were they wise? Were they worth it?
In the second decade of this century, we intervened in Syria
to back the “good rebels” seeking to overthrow Bashar Assad
and became the indispensable ally in Saudi Arabia’s murderous
air war to stop the Houthi rebels from consolidating power in
Yemen. In both Syria and Yemen, hundreds of thousands of
soldiers and civilians have been wounded, killed, uprooted, or
driven into exile. Both countries are listed among the
humanitarian catastrophes of the 21st century.
Having helped to inflict so much damage on those countries,
did we succeed in our missions? Today, after six years of
fighting, the Houthi still control the Yemeni capital of
Sanaa, and Assad just won a fourth term as president with 95
percent of the vote.
In 2011, President Barack Obama ordered U.S. air attacks on
Col. Moammar Gadhafi’s forces in Libya, beginning a NATO
intervention that would lead to his overthrow and lynching. In
2020, however, the future of Libya was not being decided by
the European Union or U.S. but fought over by proxy forces
supported and supplied by Turkey, the United Arab Emirates,

Egypt,and Russia. And Barack Obama had conceded that the worst
mistake of his presidency was not to plan for the aftermath of
his 2011 decision to topple the Libyan dictator.
Again, the men and women sent to the Middle East to fight
these wars did their duty and deserve the gratitude of their
countrymen that they received this Memorial Day weekend. But
where is the accounting from those who sent them to fight,
bleed and die in what turned out to be unwinnable wars—or, at
the least, wars they were not given the requisite weapons or
forces to win? What makes these questions of importance, and
not only to historians, is that the cry of the hawk may be
heard again in the land.
We hear calls to confront Iran before the mullahs build an
atom bomb, and to challenge Putin and arm Ukraine to retake
Crimea and push Russia out of the Donbass. We hear talk of the
American Navy contesting Beijing’s claims in the East and
South China Seas, including to Taiwan.
The stories of Memorial Day should make us think long and hard
before we launch any more unnecessary, unwise, or unwinnable
wars.
COPYRIGHT 2021 CREATORS.COM

—
Dear Readers,
Big Tech is suppressing our reach, refusing to let us
advertise and squelching our ability to serve up a steady
diet of truth and ideas. Help us fight back by becoming a
member for just $5 a month and then join the discussion on
Parler @CharlemagneInstitute and Gab @CharlemagneInstitute!
Image Credit:
Pixabay

