
Data  Show  California  Is  a
Living  Example  of  the  Good
Intentions Fallacy
During a speech at Harvard several years ago, Charlie Munger
related a story about a surgeon who removed “bushel baskets
full of normal gallbladders” from patients. The doctor was
eventually removed, but much later than he should have been.

Munger, the vice chairman of Berkshire Hathaway, wondered what
motivated the doctor, so he asked a surgeon who participated
in the removal of the physician.

“He thought that the gallbladder was the source of all medical
evil, and if you really love your patients, you couldn’t get
that organ out rapidly enough,” the physician explained.

The doctor was not motivated by profit or sadism; he very much
believed he was doing right.

The Righteousness Fallacy
The anecdote is a perfect illustration of the righteousness
fallacy, which Barry Brownstein noted is rampant in modern
politics and a key driver of democratic socialism.

The Righteousness Fallacy (also known as the fallacy of good
intentions) is described by author Dr. Bo Bennett as the idea
that one is correct because their intentions are pure.

It  recently  occurred  to  me  that  California  is  a  perfect
example of this fallacy. Consider these three facts about the
Golden State:

California  spends  about  $98.5  billion  annually  on1.
welfare—the most in the US—but has the highest poverty
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rate in America.
California has the highest income tax rate in the US, at2.
13.3  percent,  but  the  fourth  greatest  income
inequality  of  the  50  states.
California has one of the most regulated housing markets3.
in America, yet it has the highest homeless population
in  American  and  ranks  49th  (per  capita)  in  housing
supply.

The Danger of Favoring Intent over
Result
That politicians would persist with harmful policies should
come as little surprise. The Nobel Prize-winning economist
Milton  Friedman  once  observed  the  uncanny  proclivity  of
politicians  “to  judge  policies  and  programs  by  their
intentions  rather  than  their  results.”

In his book Capitalism and Freedom, Friedman described the
danger of such thinking.

[The threat comes] … from men of good intentions and good
will who wish to reform us. Impatient with the slowness of
persuasion and example to achieve the great social changes
they envision, they’re anxious to use the power of the state
to achieve their ends and confident in their ability to do
so. Yet… Concentrated power is not rendered harmless by the
good intentions of those who create it. 

I don’t doubt that California lawmakers, like the physician
who was removing healthy gall bladders, believe they are doing
the right thing. Yet they, like the physician, need to wake up
to reality and realize they aren’t making people better.

—

This  article  has  been  republished  with  permission  from

https://turbotax.intuit.com/tax-tips/fun-facts/states-with-the-highest-and-lowest-taxes/L6HPAVqSF
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/03/12/us-states-with-the-highest-levels-of-income-inequality.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/03/12/us-states-with-the-highest-levels-of-income-inequality.html
https://www.dailysignal.com/2018/03/16/amid-californias-housing-crisis-a-20-year-struggle-to-build-two-homes/
https://www.dailysignal.com/2018/03/16/amid-californias-housing-crisis-a-20-year-struggle-to-build-two-homes/
https://www.politifact.com/california/statements/2018/mar/21/gavin-newsom/true-california-ranks-49th-capita-housing-supply/
https://bfi.uchicago.edu/news/post/milton-friedman-his-own-words
https://books.google.com/books?id=iCRk066ybDAC&pg=PA201&lpg=PA201&dq=from+men+of+good+intentions+and+good+will+who+wish+to+reform+us.+Impatient+with+the+slowness+of+persuasion+and+example+to+achieve+the+great+social+changes+they+envision,+they+are+anxious+to+use+the+power+of+the+state+to+achieve+their+ends+and+confident+of+their+own+ability+to+do+so.&source=bl&ots=Qp0cDyT3jL&sig=jBYnxLXS6C6XxZ0MSoKzki5CaXY&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiI2JyTmN_fAhXH5IMKHXokA3oQ6AEwAnoECAcQAQ#v=onepage&q=from%20men%20of%20good%20intentions%20and%20good%20will%20who%20wish%20to%20reform%20us.%20Impatient%20with%20the%20slowness%20of%20persuasion%20and%20example%20to%20achieve%20the%20great%20social%20changes%20they%20envision%2C%20they%20are%20anxious%20to%20use%20the%20power%20of%20the%20state%20to%20achieve%20their%20ends%20and%20confident%20of%20their%20own%20ability%20to%20do%20so.&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=iCRk066ybDAC&pg=PA201&lpg=PA201&dq=from+men+of+good+intentions+and+good+will+who+wish+to+reform+us.+Impatient+with+the+slowness+of+persuasion+and+example+to+achieve+the+great+social+changes+they+envision,+they+are+anxious+to+use+the+power+of+the+state+to+achieve+their+ends+and+confident+of+their+own+ability+to+do+so.&source=bl&ots=Qp0cDyT3jL&sig=jBYnxLXS6C6XxZ0MSoKzki5CaXY&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiI2JyTmN_fAhXH5IMKHXokA3oQ6AEwAnoECAcQAQ#v=onepage&q=from%20men%20of%20good%20intentions%20and%20good%20will%20who%20wish%20to%20reform%20us.%20Impatient%20with%20the%20slowness%20of%20persuasion%20and%20example%20to%20achieve%20the%20great%20social%20changes%20they%20envision%2C%20they%20are%20anxious%20to%20use%20the%20power%20of%20the%20state%20to%20achieve%20their%20ends%20and%20confident%20of%20their%20own%20ability%20to%20do%20so.&f=false
https://fee.org/articles/data-show-california-is-a-living-example-of-the-good-intentions-fallacy/


Foundation for Economic Education.

Dear Readers,

Big Tech is suppressing our reach, refusing to let us
advertise and squelching our ability to serve up a steady
diet of truth and ideas. Help us fight back by becoming a
member for just $5 a month and then join the discussion on
Parler @CharlemagneInstitute!

[Image Credit:  Pixabay, public domain]

https://www.chroniclesmagazine.org/subscribe/
https://www.chroniclesmagazine.org/subscribe/
https://parler.com/profile/CharlemagneInstitute
https://pixabay.com/en/los-angeles-downtown-center-2679490/
https://pixabay.com/en/service/terms/#license

