
How  Motherhood  Has  Changed
over the Generations
The other day I came across this article which showed photos
of how motherhood has stayed the same over the years. It’s
pretty special to think that the overflowing love, the joy,
the struggles, the tiredness and so on, is a constant for
mothers –  past, present and future. But there are a few
things in parenting that have definitely changed:

We’re More Likely to Over-Think It
My mum often says that my siblings and I have a tendency to
over-think things – whether it be what we wear, how we date
and  analyse  relationships,  or  how  we  work.  I  think  this
definitely applies to how we parent. Generations past seem to
have been more ‘matter of fact’: they just got on with it.
These days, with such a huge availability of information at
our fingertips, it’s no wonder that we get confused as to
whether we’re parenting correctly! Not only is there every
medical diagnosis in the world to be found online when you
type in a couple of symptoms, but there are also so many
opinions about the best ways to do things. I suppose that
while this might add some stress to an already-tough job, it
also means that we do our research and perhaps employ better
methods of doing things.

The Need to Present an Image
With millions of social media accounts to view, motherhood has
become more of a show-and-tell. I think the culture makes us
more competitive – about our baby’s good traits and our baby’s
development. I also think it makes us more image-conscious:
the more designer clothing the better for our baby; and the
more stress-free and trendy we look as mums, also the better.

https://intellectualtakeout.org/2017/03/how-motherhood-has-changed-over-the-generations/
https://intellectualtakeout.org/2017/03/how-motherhood-has-changed-over-the-generations/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com.au/entry/lost-now-found-photos-motherhood_n_5523482


On top of a demanding job, this is a hard act to keep up.
Don’t get me wrong – I take pride in my appearance and think
that it’s important to keep my nine-month old in clean and
quality clothes. But then there are the days where I’m in the
same clothes as the day before with no makeup and hair in a
messy bun, and the baby smells like vomit – and I try not to
take it too hard on myself anyway! We’re only human after all,
and I hear that babies are renowned for being a little untidy.

Pressure to Prefer Work Outside the
Home to Work Inside the Home
Feminism, when in its original form of equality between the
sexes, is a wonderful thing. For mothers, it means that they
have the choice to be at home or pursue a career outside of
the home. Unfortunately, some people think that feminism means
that all women should want to work outside – and that staying
at home is the inferior choice. How sad is that! I think this
is why women will refer to themselves as “just a stay-at-home
mum,” or assign so little importance to the work of raising
kids and creating a beautiful home where family feels happy
and friends feel welcome. If a woman chooses to stay at home
with her kids, she should be just as proud of that decision
and her contribution as if she contributed financially (also a
wonderful thing!). A positive of social media is that there
are a lot of stay-at-home mums who are presenting to the world
the beauty of their role.

These are just a few things – can you think of any other ways
in which motherhood has changed over the generations? 

—
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Dear Readers,

Big Tech is suppressing our reach, refusing to let us
advertise and squelching our ability to serve up a steady
diet of truth and ideas. Help us fight back by becoming a
member for just $5 a month and then join the discussion on
Parler @CharlemagneInstitute and Gab @CharlemagneInstitute!
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