Stephen King’s 6 Favorite
Stephen King Movies
I rarely, if ever, watch horror movies – unless it’s October.
Perhaps it has something to do with the season or Halloween
lurking around the corner. Whatever the case, during October I
enjoy nothing more than devouring spooky movies of all
kinds—psychological thrillers, slasher films, campy B movies,
etc.
This year I rewatched four movies based on Stephen King
books—Misery, It, The Mist, and 1408—and started Carrie, which
I had never seen before. (I actually turned off Carrie 20
minutes into the movie; I found it off-putting, for some
reason.)
Some of my more intellectual friends are surprised when they
learn I’m a fan of King’s work, both his books and screen
adaptations of his work. While King’s work might lack some of
the sophistication of other great American authors—say, Cormac
McCarthy or Philip Roth—he’s arguably the greatest storyteller alive.
When I was creating my 2016 movie list, I got to wondering
what Stephen King movies Stephen King likes best. Lo and
behold, King shed some light on this question a few years ago
during an interview with Rolling Stone magazine. He prasied
these six films: Stand by Me, Shawshank Redemption, The Green
Mile, Delores Claiborne, Misery, and Cujo.
Q: What’s the best movie ever made from one of your books?
A: Probably Stand by Me. I thought it was true to the book,
and because it had the emotional gradient of the story. It
was moving. I think I scared the shit out of Rob Reiner. He
showed it to me in the screening room at the Beverly Hills
Hotel. I was out there for something else, and he said, “Can

I come over and show you this movie?” And you have to
remember that the movie was made on a shoestring. It was
supposed to be one of those things that opened in six
theaters and then maybe disappeared. And instead it went
viral. When the movie was over, I hugged him because I was
moved to tears, because it was so autobiographical.
But Stand by Me, Shawshank Redemption, The Green Mile are all
really great ones. Misery is a great film. Delores Claiborne
is a really, really good film. Cujo is terrific.
It’s a pretty terrific list, though I must confess that I
somehow managed to miss Cujo. What I found most surprising,
however, was the absence of a certain movie from the list: The
Shining. It’s perhaps my favorite horror film, but one King
apparently despised.
“Jack was crazy from the first scene,” King told Rolling
Stone. “I had to keep my mouth shut at the time. It was a
screening, and Nicholson was there. But I’m thinking to myself
the minute he’s on the screen, “Oh, I know this guy. I’ve seen
him in five motorcycle movies, where Jack Nicholson played the
same part.”
On this last point, King and I disagree. Stanley Kubrick, with
the help of a truly terrifying Jack Nicholson, created a
horror movie that that set the gold standard for the genre and
stands the test of time.
This minor quibble with King, however, will not stop me from
watching Silver Bullet after the kids go to sleep Halloween
night.
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